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Peelings 
 

District 39 Peel 

Photograph - Jo Anne Jennings 

Season’s Greetings 

Wishing You all the Best  

For 2023 
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From the President 

Steve Kraguljac 

 

Winter January 17, 2022, Photo by Steve Kraguljac 

 

As I write this message, we just had our 
first snowfall of 2022/23. Hopefully, this is 
not a sign of things to come. 
 

Since our last Newsletter, we have had 
many events take place virtually and in per-
son. We celebrated the New Members 
Breakfast and our Annual General Meeting. 
The responses to the in-person events were 
extremely positive. As long as local health 
units allow in-person events, RTOERO Dis-
trict 39 Peel will continue meeting in per-
son.  

 

 
 

At the AGM, the elected positions are as 
follows: 

President – Steve Kraguljac 

First Vice President – Janice Balesic 

Second Vice President – Jeremy Cox. 
 

District 39 is still looking for volunteers.  I 
would like to thank those members who 
have already stepped forward, but the posi-
tion of secretary, however, will be left un-
filled for January 2023. If interested please 
contact me or any Board Member. I can be 
contacted directly at d39peelpresi-
dent@gmail.com. 
 

Please continue to check your emails and 
our social media platforms for upcoming 
events. 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and healthy holi-
day season. 

 

 

mailto:d39peelpresident@gmail.com
mailto:d39peelpresident@gmail.com
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John Livingstone 

Archivist  

Committee 

 

The Political Advocacy Committee, has not 
met in person since the beginning of the pan-
demic. Every precaution to protect our mem-
bers from Covid 19 has been made over the 
course of the last two years. Recently, we 
have started to invite members out to in-
person meetings.  

 

The Provincial and the Municipal Elections 
took place on October 24, 2022. Members 
were advised to use “Vibrant Voices” to ex-
press their position on the election and to 
voice any concerns that they may have had. It 
would be of some interest to see how many 
District 39 Members are using this site for in-
formation and how viable the site is. 

 

The committee takes its lead from RTOERO. 
The ideas and issues that we promote initiate 
from RTOERO. If you have ideas on how we 
can be more effective as a committee or you 
would like to join our committee, please send 
an email to our local President,  d39peelpresi-
dent@gmail.com. 

 

Jeremy Cox 

Political Advocacy 

Committee 

The archives are up-to-date including 
minutes, reports of meetings, and reports 
from Standing Committee Chairs. Historical 
and Governance documents are also on file 
as well as special events such as anniver-
saries.  

mailto:d39peelpresident@gmail.com
mailto:d39peelpresident@gmail.com
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For those of you who are on the benefits plan, 
you should have received an email with the 
changes for 2023.   
 

If you haven’t received it, you can check the 
website for the up-to-date information at any 
time  https://rtoero.ca/ and then search for the 
word “Communiqué”.  Make sure you are 
looking at the year 2023. 
 

There will be a change to claims submis-
sions.  Starting in 2023, any claim incurred on 
or after January 1 will have to be submit-
ted within 6 months.  Any claim from 2022 
must be submitted by June 30, 2023.  This is 
very different from what we have now.  RTO-
ERO is suggesting we submit claims as soon as 
possible after the costs have been in-
curred.  This has a few advantages: 

1. You receive your money quickly. 

2. Receipts don’t get lost amongst the other 
paper we collect.  (I found one from 2016 as 
I was cleaning out my junk drawer this 
year!) 

3. Your income tax statement that RTOERO 
distributes each year is correct.  The office 
was having difficulty keeping up with all 
the receipts that get submitted at the end of 
the calendar year. 

I attended the DHR (District Health Repre-
sentative) Conference at the beginning of Octo-
ber.  I have included screen shots of the title 
slides to my two favourite presentations:  Age-
ing in Place and Understanding How to Recog-
nize Dementia.  If you are interested in any of 
the presentations, I can send you a link which 

you can access at your leisure.  You can reach 
me at benefitsd39peel@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have also included a couple of slides from the 
presentation from Express Scripts.  This pro-
gram isn’t for everyone, but it is an option for 
some.  There are features that would appeal to 
some of us who are on maintenance medica-
tions.  Express Scripts have signed up 400 
RTOERO members nationwide since the 
launch of this program. 

Benefits Committee 

REPORT 

Lynn Shire 

https://rtoero.ca/
mailto:benefitsd39peel@gmail.com
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Social Committee 

REPORT 

Janice Laframboise  

Catherine Hough 

At long last, we can meet in person. Our AGM 
was held at the Capitol Banquet Hall on Octo-
ber 17th and conversation was flowing as soon 
as members walked through the doors eagerly 
greeting friends and acquaintances.  
 

After the business component of the AGM was 
completed, we were entertained by the talented 
pianist, Martin Wall who was well received by 
the those in attendance.  Martin was our guest 
performer for the Magical Musical Moments 
Concert at the Unitarian Hall in Mississauga on 
December 8th.  
 

The last Cards and Conversation for 2022 
took place on Thursday, December 1st at the 
Augsburg Lutheran Church, 224 Mill Street, 
Brampton.  When our monthly Cards session 
resume in 2023, it will be under a new name 
Fun and Games to encourage more  members 
to come out and enjoy more than just cards. 
Please join us at these great sessions. It’s a time 
to meet more members and to have some fun. 
 

Speaker Sessions included: 

• September 8 - Richard Collins, a local histo-
rian, presented the importance of the Credit 
Valley Rail and how the former Mayor of 
Mississauga, Hazel McCallion managed to 
use these train lines to aid GO Transit. 

• November 9 - Matthew Wilkinson spoke on 
the impact in Peel of WW2.  

• October 13 - the Brampton Library hosted a 
hands-on Ancestry session, with a talk from 
the Genealogical Society of Ontario 

Walks are also offered to the membership to en-
courage exercise, to enjoy the great outdoors, 

make new discoveries, and meet new folks.  

• In September, our walk took us from Missis-
sauga Lake Aquitaine to Lake Waubakane. 

• In October, we visited Streetsville walking 
from the north along the Credit River. 

• In November, our walk took us from       
Professor’s Lake along the Mimico Creek      
to explore a new naturalized watershed       
completed by the City of Brampton.   

We want to encourage more people to attend 
theses walks.  We have a good time. It’s an op-
portunity to meet others in the educational field, 
have a laugh, share some new ideas and most 
importantly, it’s a time to get out of the house 
and get some exercise.  All a recipe for a good 
life.  

 Often we go out for lunch after speak-
er sessions or cards just for fun... nothing fancy. 

Please get out to our events and tell others about 
what we are doing.   

Hoping to see you in 2023. 

2023 Marks the 

50th Anniversary  

of  

RTOERO District 39 
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District 39 Peel New Members  

as  of November 1, 2022 

Kirsten Antoine 

Tamara Bandola 

Nicole Baron 

Donna Baron-Meier 

Annette Bergie 

Franca Bernard 

Dorothy Boylan 

Kimberly Bracco 

Nancy Brodniewicz 

Terry Coggins 

Ezio Crescenzi 

Angela Davidson 

Mary DeGroot 

Sabrina Dennis 

Carol Dineen 

Barbara Dodwell 

James Dowhaniuk 

Viki Faragitakis 

Lorelei Fernandes 

Ernestina Ferreira 

John Freeman 

Josephine Galati 

Helen Gallantry 

Peter Gibson 

Fulvia Girotto 

Eftihia Grigoropoulos 

Barbara Horvath 

Christine Lachapelle 

Barbara Layton 

David Lynch 

Joan MacCrimmon 

Ron Macnaughton 

Betty McDonald 

Paul McMorrow 

Richard McNeillie 

Joanne Miller 

Geoffrey Nnolim 

Ellen Philip 

Victor Phyllis 

Shirley Picard 

Sandra Pires 

Angele Ruder 

Ingrid Slavec Kerrigan 

Cynthia Solomon 

Caroline Stewart 

Elizabeth Stewart 

Vaughan Stoyka 

Kim Szlapetis 

Theresa Tierney 

Donna Volf 

George Wilson 

Mervin Wilson 

Aleksandra Wozniak 

 

 As of Nov 1 2022 

William John Fraser 

Paul Irwin 

Paula Jessop 

Shirley Kellestine 

Norma Martin 

John Richardson 

Dorothy Smith 

Sidney Solomon 

 

E Taws 

Pamela Winter-Hamilton 

Helen Evans 

John Ford 

Haden Heathcock 

George Kelly 

Lionel Lewis 

B Lyall 

Norman Miskin 

 

Genevieve Roxborough 

Aboudi Salman 

Dolores Di Sante 

Gerald Donnelly 

Bonnie Fredenburgh 

Val Hosty 

Walter Siry 

John Horvath 

Nancy Lefebvre 

 

In Memoriam as of  November 1, 2022  



December 2022 Peelings                   7 

 

This is the second beginning to this article.  On 
November 15, as I headed out for my 5th Covid 
shot, I looked out the window to see snow-
flakes falling.  I hope the title of this article did 
not bring on that event earlier than I expected.   
On to the second beginning …. 

As you read this newsletter the cold weather 
will be upon us and our thoughts will be of 
Christmas festivities.  You have likely donned 
your socks, hats, scarves and gloves by now – 
not boots, I hope.  Your car will likely be sport-
ing its winter snow tires.  

I am looking forward to changing my outdoor 
décor from fall to winter with fresh pine 
boughs and other decorations.  Inside I have 
added my mini Christmas tree and a few other 
seasonal decorations.  I keep it simple at this 
stage of my life.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

It is at this time I start looking for Christmas 
activities around the city.  Just because it is 
cold, we do not have to stay indoors all the 
time.  In fact, this year brings a new-found 
freedom from Covid restrictions, although I 
hope we are still wearing our masks when in 
indoor, crowded situations.   

One thing I often like to do is to visit garden 
centres to see their decorated trees and rows of 
Christmas plants.  One of the several TERRA 
greenhouses is a favourite.  

About mid-December I hope to take in some of 
the light exhibits in the area.  This year there is 
ILLUMI (check the website) at Derry Road 

and Hurontario.  It is on until January 8.  There 
is a good website called “The Exploring Fami-
ly” which lists where lights can be seen in 
Brampton and Mississauga.  Don’t forget to 
see when Christmas parades are held for a fun 
trip with the grandkids.  There are numerous 
other “light sites” so check out the internet for 
locations.  Don’t forget those Christmas music 
concerts held in churches and in public places 
around the city.  

Many of us do not like to cook but it is fun to 
watch some of the TV shows to give us new, 
and perhaps, easier ways to cook and enjoy our 
family meals.  Hopefully, most of us are at the 
stage where our children do most of the enter-
taining and we can sit back and enjoy the visit-
ing.  I do like making Tourtiere for my friends.  

After the big day and a week or so of rest, per-
haps we are ready to enjoy some jaunts in the 
snow.  Although not a great walker, I do try to 
get out after the snow has fallen for some win-
ter wonderland photos and just to enjoy the 
fresh air.  However, when I am confined to the 
indoors, I have to admit I do like some of the 
television shows I find on PBS, Makeful and 
Smithsonian.  And, I am not above watching a 
Netflix series for hours on end.  

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and hoping 
you find lots to do over the winter months.  
Alas, there will be no winter travel for me in 
2023.  

 
All Photographs by Jo Anne Jennings 

Bring on Winter 

By Jo Anne Jennings 
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RTOERO D39 Peel 

Annual General Meeting and Luncheon 
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Photographs by Jo Anne Jennings 
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Although I no longer act as Historian for Dis-

trict 39, I have agreed to remain as liaison with 

The Foundation .  This has become a very easy 

task since our National Organization has as-

sumed much of the role by communicating 

with all members individually.   

 

To that end, I will merely direct you to some 

of the more valuable works of  

The Foundation.  Much of the work, in the 

form or grants and webinars, can be found in 

the various RTO publications like, Renais-

sance and Liaison. 

 

The Foundation itself has a newsletter called 

THE LOOP which replaces “Embrace Aging”.  

Here you will find the details of the work of 

this branch of RTO.   I would encourage you 

to read this publication and consider making 

an annual donation to this fund raising arm of 

our organization.  

 

RECENT NEWS 

1. The recent draw conducted by The Founda-

tion reached  $66,250 with half going to the 

lucky winner.  

2. Johnson Insurance has proudly supported    

the RTOERO Foundation since 2011; shar-

ing the common goal of improving the 

lives of aging Canadians, so they can live 

with dignity and respect. 

 

Request a home and car insurance quote be-

tween October 1 – December 31, 2022, and 

Johnson Insurance will donate $20 (up to a 

maximum of $15,000) to the RTOERO Foun-

dation for research and projects aimed at sup-

porting healthy, active aging for Canadians.  

Call 1-844-782-1234 or visit Johnson.ca/

education to learn more. 

RTOERO  

Foundation Report 

Jo Anne Jennings 

 Photograph by Jo Anne Jennings 

https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/7/eyJhaSI6MzY5MzIzMTcsImUiOiJqamVubkByb2dlcnMuY29tIiwicmkiOiJjb250YWN0LTEyNzBlMWQzZTE4MWU2MTE4MGQ5MDA1MDU2ODEyMzFiLTFiZWJlZmU0ZDhiNjQ1ODRhNjk4MzE5YzY4OGQ2NTRiIiwicnEiOiIwMi1iMjIyNzgtOTY3MTcwMDNhNDNlNGZjM2JiM2JjYjJjYTUxNDUyM
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/7/eyJhaSI6MzY5MzIzMTcsImUiOiJqamVubkByb2dlcnMuY29tIiwicmkiOiJjb250YWN0LTEyNzBlMWQzZTE4MWU2MTE4MGQ5MDA1MDU2ODEyMzFiLTFiZWJlZmU0ZDhiNjQ1ODRhNjk4MzE5YzY4OGQ2NTRiIiwicnEiOiIwMi1iMjIyNzgtOTY3MTcwMDNhNDNlNGZjM2JiM2JjYjJjYTUxNDUyM
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New Retirees Welcome Breakfast. 
 

Approximately 40 new members  enjoyed breakfast, socializing at Terrace on the 

Green. Key RTOERO volunteers and staff shared tips for retirement and updates on 

Benefits and Travel. 
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RTOERO District 39 Peel          

President 

Steve Kraguljac 

d39peelpresident@gmail.com  
 

Past President   

John Livingstone 
 

First Vice President 

Janice Balesic 
 

Second Vice President 

Jeremy Cox 
 

Treasurer 

Larry Holseth 
 

Secretary 

Sue Cooper-Twiss 

Archivist 

John Livingstone 
 

Benefits 

Lynn Shire 

Steve Kraguljac 
 

Membership 

Ed Bergey 
 

Goodwill 

Linda Kenny 
 

Political Advocacy   

Jeremy Cox 
 

 

Recruitment  

Nancy Perrin 

 

Social Committee 

Catherine Hough 

Janice  Laframboise 

 

 

Peelings Co-Editors: 

Janice Balesic 

Sue Cooper-Twiss 

peeld39peelings@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Website Manager 

Racquel Carlow 

peeld39peelings@gmail.com 

 

 

District 39 Peel Website 

https://district39.rto-

ero.org/ 

 

 

General Information: 

rtod39@gmail.com 

RTOERO Group Benefit Plan 

(Johnson Inc) 

1-800-638-4753 

 

 

Ontario Teachers’ Pension Plan 

416-226-2700 

1-800-668-0150 

 

  

RTOERO  

416-962-9463 

1-800-361-9888 

www.rtoero.ca 

RTOERO District 39 

PO Box 39516 Lakeshore/Cawthra 

Mississauga, ON  L5G 4S6 

Publications Mail Agreement No. 

40041285 

mailto:d39peelpresident@gmail.com
https://district39.rto-ero.org/
https://district39.rto-ero.org/

